Contacts
Vicar - Sarah Oakland

Tel. 020 8397 3016

E-mail. Sarahoakland@hotmail.co.uk

Sarah’s usual day off is Friday
Small Hands – Parent, baby and toddler group

Contact Holly Oakland

Tel. 020 8397 3016

E-mail. hollyoakland@hotmail.co.uk

FLAMES Sunday Children's Group

Tel. Jayne 020 8391 4371 or Sue 01372 813021

Baptisms and Weddings

Please ring the parish office 07540 144 016 to make an initial appointment or email stmaryschessington@hotmail.co.uk

St Mary’s Centre

An ideal venue for a baptism party!

All enquiries to the Centre administrator Natasha Earney

Tel. 020 8391 4551

The Parish Office is open three mornings a week: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.30 - 12.30pm. Lindsay Roberts our Parish Secretary, will be available to help with enquires during opening times. 

Tel : 07540 144 016

E-mail. stmaryschessington@hotmail.co.uk

Visit our website

www.stmaryschessington.org
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at St Mary’s Chessington
“A Kiss from Jesus”
Three Step Baptism

We ask all families who wish to have a child baptised here at St Mary’s to take three steps:

ONE - To come to a First Sunday Service for the ‘thanksgiving’ for the life of your child. First Sunday is an informal service for all ages and is very child-friendly. We say a simple prayer for your child and your family as you begin the baptism journey.

TWO - You choose a Sunday when your child will be baptised at 12 mid-day. You may wish to invite friends and family to share this occasion with you.

THREE - Come to a First Sunday Service and be welcomed into the church family. You have begun a relationship with your parish church. We give you a baptism certificate and enter the details of your child's baptism into our registers. 
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The Baptism Service

This is an informal service lasting about 20 minutes. There are no hymns or readings unless you wish to choose some. Everyone will have an order of service. The parents and godparents will make special promises to do all they can to care for and guide their child.

Baptism means that your child will become a Christian - a member of Christ's family. Baptism is the first step in their journey of faith. 

During the service we use the three symbols of baptism: oil, water and light. Olive oil will be used to make a cross on the child's forehead, water is used as a sign that we are washed clean ready for new life, and a lighted candle will be presented to the child to remind us that the light of Christ has entered their life.

We will pray for all the family and especially the child as he or she receives their 'kiss from Jesus'.
Godparents: A Special Friendship

You may wish to choose up to four godparents for your child. They each need to have been baptised themselves. They may be friends or relatives but it is important that they will consider the role of godparent an honour and a privilege.

A godparent is a friend, mentor and role model to their godchild. 

The godparents part in the service in an important one. They speak for the child and promise to be the best person they can be for that child. 

The church understands that godparents will nurture the seed of faith sown in the child at baptism; that they will act as support and encouragement in the years to come.
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